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1.
San Antonio State Conference - Staffed the TAAP legislative membership booth. The raffle item (flat screen television) was donated to us. With the help of several TAAP/NAADAC members, we sold over $2500 in raffle tickets.  Raffle tickets were sold to add much needed dollars to the TAAP Political Action Fund.  Over 140 of the State Conference attendees contributed to the PAC.  The winner of the raffle was Dr. Janelle Myers of the TAAP Dallas Chapter who was also a presenter at the San Antonio State Conference. Many thanks to the State Conference attendees for their generous contributions. This the fifth year we have been able to add $2,500 to the TAAP PAC.

2. 
Advocacy Manual - Daniel Guarnera, NAADAC Director of Government Relations, requested that we adopt the TAAP Legislative Committee’s Texas and Washington D.C. Advocacy methods into an Advocacy Manual to be shared with all of NAADAC’s State Presidents and their Affiliates.  

*3. Student Advocacy Development - Charlie McMordie (past TAAP President) and I accepted an appointment from TAAP President Tricia Hanson to be Co-chairman of the TAAP Ad hoc Committee on Student Development.  I obtained permission from the University of South Dakota and their Student Advocacy Organization to utilize their organizational information in Texas Advocacy work. We will use the University of South Dakota Student Advocacy format as a basis to assist us in organizing all the Texas College Addiction groups into effective State and Federal Advocacy groups.  The University of South Dakota Advocacy group is called “The Coalition of Addiction Students and Professionals Pursing Advocacy.”  Their slogan is “Speaking for those who believe they have no voice.” Instructor Laurie Eccleston of Texas State Technical College in Breckenridge and Brownwood is taking this information to her Board for implementation this week.

4.
August 7 2009 – I attended the Tarrant Community College Substance Abuse Curriculum Advisor Board as a new member. I was asked by Department Chairman Dolores Sutter to serve on the TCCC board. Dolores Sutter is the Chair of the Tarrant County Community College Mental Health and Substance Department. 

*5.  September 17, 2009 – I was privileged to speak to the TCCC Addiction studies class and presented “Legislative Advocacy Texas Style- We Still Have Work To Do.”  Twenty-five new Legislative Advocates and 8 new student members were signed up.

FUTURE EVENTS

1. October 2, 2009 - Houston’s Spectrum Boxed Lunch event - Presentation “Legislative Advocacy Texas Style - We Still Have Work To Do.”

2. October 10, 20009 - San Antonio Chapter 9th Annual “Fall Festival” presentation at lunch: “Legislative Texas Style – We Still Have Work To Do.”

3. October 12, 2009 - Co-facilitate with Daniel Guarnera, NAADAC Director of Government Relations, and a conference call to all NAADAC United States State Affiliate Presidents concerning the use of the new NAADAC Advocates Manual.

4. *October 15, 2009 - Mr. Joe Reed’s-Weatherford College Substance Abuse Department Advisory Board Meeting.  After the meeting I will present to the Weatherford College Ms DeDe Patton’s Social Work Class  “Legislative Advocacy Texas Style - We Still Have Work To Do.”

5. *October 22, 2009 – Instructor Ms. Laurie Eccleston’s Texas State College Substance Abuse Classes in Breckenridge, Texas, presentation: “Legislative Advocacy Texas Style -We Still Have Work To Do.” 

6. December 4, 2009 - Waco, Texas - Waco Chapter of TAAP – Presentation: “Legislative Advocacy Texas Style - We Still Have Work To Do.”

7. January 22-23, 2010 - Dallas TAAP Chapter NOVA Alcohol and Drug Conference - Staff the TAAP booth and presentation of “Legislative Advocacy Texas Style - We Still Have Work To Do.”

8. TAAP Newsletter - Ellen Horst, the editor of our new TAAP Newsletter, has requested that I contribute to a new Legislative Committee Column.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as your TAAP Legislative Chairman Advocating in Austin and Washington, D.C.

Robert S. Miles

Chairman, Legislative Advocacy Committee

